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STATISTICAL SIGNIFICATION

OF THE RELATIVE SUNSPOT NUMBER

By
Rikio MAEDA

Physical meanings of the relative sunspot number which was introduced by R, Wolf in 1849 as
an index of solar activity are clarified from a statistical stanpoint. The relative sunspot number is
approximately deduced from an empirical representation for the entropy of sunspot distribution on
the solar disc. The entropy newly proposed in sunspot statistics is as useful as the sunspot area

for solar-terrestrial studies, and its efficiency is tested mainly by means of the sunspot data from

Mitaka during 1957-1964.
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