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This paper summarizes the result of a mission analysis and a feasibility study on the
Laser Communications Demonstration Equipment (LCDE) to be attached to the International
Space Station. LCDE is to demonstrate the capability of high-speed optical link, whose bit-
rate is 2.5Gbps, with a ground station. The development program, however, was stopped in
February, 2003 due to overrun of the development cost and delay of the launch date.
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