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This paper introduces the speech-based question answering system “lkkyu” developed by
the NICT Information Analysis Laboratory. Ikkyu is a next-generation information system that ca-
ters to users' various information needs, in the form of spoken natural language questions posed
via smartphone. Ranging from causes of the Japanese deflation to preventive measures for
strokes, Ikkyu exhaustively covers answers explicitly contained in our 600 million page Japanese
Web archive, and furthermore is able to generate answer hypotheses that are not written explic-
itly but can be derived by combining seemingly unrelated information obtained from distinct
documents. This system aims to provide a new search platform that enhances human decision
making abilities by providing pinpoint information and relevant suggestions to questions people
ask on a whim, thereby broadening their awareness of the various options available to them.
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