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PRELIMINARIES TO THE MEASUREMENT OF
THE SPEAKING RATE

By

Jouji SUZUKI and Toshihiko OGURA

It is necessary to monitor or control the speaking rate in the conversational test of a speech

transmission circuit and the broadcasting service. But there is no suitable definition on the spea-

king rate.

This paper proposes a definition of the speaking rate by mora per second. A simple detector of

mora is examined, based on the discrimination of a spectral feature of vowels and the syllabic

nasal. The experimental results show that the proposed method is valid for measurement of quan-

tity related to the speaking rate. The problems of normalization of the input level, measuring pe-

riod, existence of the devocalized vowels and choked sounds, and the relation between the morae

and quantity of senteﬁce, are discussed for the construction of a practical equipment.
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