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In this paper, the current state of automatic speech recognition (ASR) performance was com-
pared with human speech transcription capabilities. Both speed and accuracy were tested with a
Japanese speech dataset for ASR evaluation. A tool was created to sequentially monitor the word
accuracy of human transcription stroke by stroke, to ensure a precise and fair evaluation. In terms
of speed, the ASR was more than twice as fast as the human transcribers; the machines greatly
outperformed the humans. In accuracy, both had an average word accuracy of more than 97%, but
the humans still slightly outperformed the machines, thanks to a few correctly answered instances
that ASR misrecognized.
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