
1  Introduction

The Engineering Test Satellite VIII (ETS-
VIII) performs various experiments in mobile
satellite communications using overall link it
establishes between ground mobile stations
and ground feeder-link stations via the ETS-
VIII.  The service link is established between
the ground mobile station and the Mobile
Communications and Broadcasting experi-
mental equipment (MCB) on the satellite
using the S-band (2.6/2.5 GHz).  The satellite
also establishes a feeder link between the
ground feeder-link station and the Feeder-Link
Communications Equipment (FLCE) on the
satellite, using the Ka-band (31/21 GHz band).
The FLCE receives the forward link signals
transmitted from the ground feeder-link sta-
tion in the 30 GHz band, converts them into IF
frequencies in the 140 MHz band, and inputs
these signals into the MCB.  The satellite also
converts the return link signals output from
the MCB in the 140 MHz band into the 20
GHz band and transmits these to the ground
feeder-link station.  The main functions of the

FLCE are as follows:

(1) The FLCE receives the uplink signals of
the feeder link from the ground feeder-link
station and sends the signals to the S-band
converter (SCNE), the on-board processor
(OBP), and the packet switching (PKT) of
the MCB.

(2) The FLCE amplifies the signals from the
ground mobile station after relay and
switching is performed by the SCNE, the
OBP, and the PKT, and then transmits the
signals to the ground feeder-link station as
downlink signals of the feeder link.

(3) The FLCE continuously transmits the Ka-
band beacon signals to the ground feeder-
link station for Automatic Frequency Con-
trol (AFC) at the ground feeder-link sta-
tion.

2  Configuration of the FLCE

Table 1 shows the system configuration of
the FLCE.  Fig.1 shows a functional system
diagram and the interface point of the FLCE.
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3-4  Onboard Ka-band Feeder Link Communi-
cations Equipment
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Onboard Ka-band Feeder Link Communications Equipment (FLCE) is one of the mobile
satellite communications payloads carried by the Engineering Test Satellite VIII (ETS-VIII)
and communicates signals with a ground feeder link station.  NASDA has developed and
installed the Ka-band feeder link communications equipments for inter-satellite communica-
tions on the ETS-VI, COMETS and DRTS, and developed the FLCE based on their technolo-
gies.  This paper describes the function and performance of the FLCE and summarizes its
development. 
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The FLCE consists of a feeder-link anten-
na (FL-ANT), a feeder-link repeater (FL-
RPT), and a connector between the two.  The
FL-RPT consists of an input sub-assembly
(FL-INS), low-noise amplifiers (FL-LNA), a
30 GHz hybrid (FL-30GHYB), down-convert-
ers (FL-DNC), local oscillators (FL-LO), a
local hybrid (FL-LOHYB), up-converters (FL-
UPC), a 20 GHz hybrid (FL-20GHYB), trav-
eling wave tube amplifiers (FL-TWTA), and

an output sub-assemblys (FL-OUTS).
Fig.2 shows the appearance of the FL-

ANT, and Fig.3 shows the appearance of the
FL-RPT.

3  Features of the FLCE

The FLCE succeeds to technologies of
feeder-link communications equipments for
inter-satellite communications continuously
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FLCE system configurationTable 1

FLCE system block diagram and interface point Fig.1



developed by the National Space Develop-
ment Agency of Japan (NASDA) for the Engi-
neering Test Satellite VI (ETS-VI), the Com-
munications and Broadcasting Engineering
Test Satellites (COMETS), and the Data Relay
Test Satellite (DRTS).  In particular, develop-
ment costs have been significantly reduced

through application of the results of the DRTS
program.  This eliminated the need to produce
the engineering model required under conven-
tional EM-PFM system design, permitting to
progress directly to prototype flight-model
production in an engineering test phase. 

However, although the ETS-VIII FLCE
has been developed based on the results of the
DRTS program, the ETS-VIII mission require-
ments demand modifications to the design of
some items of equipment, such as the 100 V
primary power supply bus interface.  Specific
modifications include changes to the antenna,
the redundant configuration, the local oscilla-
tor, and the allocation of signal frequencies, as
described in detail below.

3.1  Antenna
Although conventional feeder-link anten-

nas are deployable antennas, the FL-ANT is a

fixed offset parabolic antenna.  As the mission
requirements do not demand high data rate
signal transmission, the link is ensured with an
antenna diameter of approximately 0.8 m.
The small aperture leads to wide beam width,
eliminating the need for antenna pointing con-
trol.  Further, due to its small diameter, the
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Feeder-link antenna (FL-ANT)Fig.2

Feeder-link repeater (FL-RPT)Fig.3
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fixed antenna can be installed on the satellite
without folding at launch.  Eliminating the
need for a deployment mechanism simplifies
antenna hardware, enhances reliability, and
reduced overall mass.  These are the main
advantages to the selection of a fixed antenna.  

The COMETS ground station at the Com-
munications Research Laboratory (CRL),
Kashima, is to be used in experimentation;
thus, antenna frequency and polarization are
determined in accordance with the specifica-
tions of this station: a 30.622 GHz right-hand
circular polarization for uplink and a 20.811
GHz left-hand circular polarization for down-
link.  The design of the antenna feeder is
based on techniques developed for the
COMETS and DRTS programs.

3.2  Redundant configuration
The FLCE is redundantly equipped in all

elements of the repeater system, except for the
antenna.  However, for some components,
redundancy is maintained using components
with slightly different frequency bands.  This
method differs from the traditional practice of
installing redundant components featuring the
same functions and performance as the pri-
mary components.  The slight difference in
frequency bands among these components
allows for simultaneous operation of the two
frequency bands.  The FL-DNC and FL-UPC
components feature this type of configuration.
Simultaneous operation doubles the frequency
bands that can be used simultaneously (useful
in verifying OBP capacity, for example) and
secures a path for reference signals in antenna-
pattern measurement.

3.3  Local oscillator
Conventional feeder-link communications

equipment uses a pilot synchronizing oscilla-
tor to generate reference frequencies.  On the
other hand, the ETS-VIII uses an oven-con-
trolled crystal oscillator (OCXO) as a local
oscillator, providing highly stable reference
frequencies to the FL-DNC and to the FL-
UPC.  This method was selected principally
for the following reasons:

* The pilot synchronizing oscillator requires
the pilot signals transmit from a ground
feeder-link station.

* Frequency correction is possible at the
ground feeder-link station.

The reference frequencies can be fine-
tuned via command to correct any variation of
frequency over time (AFC).  As this type of
frequency correction requires monitoring of
the satellite oscillator frequency at the ground
feeder-link station, the FLCE transmits beacon
signals to the ground feeder-link station at a
frequency synchronized to the reference fre-
quency of the oscillator.  For this reason, the
output frequency of the local oscillator is
selected in the 136 MHz band, close to the
140 MHz IF frequency used for the communi-
cations signals.

3.4  Signal frequency configuration
The FLCE relays one of the following four

types of signals in operation:

(1) Voice communication signals (OBP)
(2) Packet data signals (PKT)
(3) Multicasting signals (BSS)
(4) Through repeater signals (THR)

In addition to these signals, the FLCE con-
tinuously generates and transmits beacon sig-
nals (BCN) in the 20 GHz band for AFC oper-
ation in the ground station.

Fig.4 shows the signal frequency alloca-
tion of these signals in the FLCE.  The uplink
frequency is in the 30 GHz band, and the
downlink frequency is in the 20 GHz band.
These bands are selected for the following rea-
sons:

* Applying the DRTS technologies to the
hardware of the FLCE, frequencies can be
selected that are close to those of the DRTS.

* In terms of the interface with the ground
feeder-link station, selection of a frequency
close to that of the COMETS will allow use
of the COMETS ground station at the CRL's
Kashima facility.
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The IF frequency is in the 140/176 MHz
bands.  The IF frequency in the 140 MHz
band is in principle used for the three subsys-
tems in the MCB (SCNE, OBP, and PKT) that
interface with the FLCE.  However, for inter-
facing with the SCNE, the 176 MHz IF fre-
quency (for BSS signals) is used, in addition
to the 140 MHz band (for THR signals).  

As shown in Fig.1, the FL-DNC and the
FL-UPC consist of two sets of components,
each with different operating frequency bands.
This is due to the requirement that simultane-
ous operations of the two frequency bands
must be available for OBP and THR signals.

PKT signals operate in two channels (PKT1
and PKT2) in the same frequency band and
are not subject to the requirement of simulta-
neous operations with two frequency bands.
The BSS signals also use only one frequency
band and do not require simultaneous opera-
tions.  The IF frequency is the same for the
two frequency bands in simultaneous opera-
tion; thus, the local oscillator frequencies of
the two frequency bands are varied slightly, to
distinguish the two frequency bands for both
the uplink and downlink frequencies.  Table 2
illustrates the frequencies of each band in
detail.
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FLCE signal frequency allocationFig.4

Frequencies of the FLCE system in detailTable 2
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4  Main functions of the FLCE

4.1  Forward link receiving function
The forward link receiving function per-

mits reception of 30 GHz band communica-
tions signals from the ground feeder-link sta-
tion using the FL-ANT.  After low-noise
amplification and conversion of the signals
into the 140 MHz band in the FLCE receiver,
this receiver outputs signals to the MCB as IF-
frequency signals.  The details of this function
are as follows:

(1) Outputs the two bands (OBP-L or OBP-H)
of voice communication signals (MC-
TDM signals) to the OBP.  These bands
have no special band-limiting filter.

(2) Outputs the four channels for the two
bands (PKT1-L and PKT2-L or PKT1-H
and PKT2-H) of packet data signals to the
PKT.  These bands have no special band-
limiting filter.

(3) Outputs the two bands (BSS-L or BSS-H)
of multicasting signals (e.g., OFDM sig-
nals) to the SCNE through a band-limiting
filter.

(4) Outputs the two bands (THR-L or THR-H)
of applied communications signals to the
SCNE through a band-limiting filter.

(5) Features (1) to (4) above operate alternate-
ly and not simultaneously.  There is no
on/off switching function for each band,
and all bands are subject to continuous
operation.

(6) The output signal levels of features (1) to
(4) above can be varied (all bands have the
same variable amplification gain).  How-
ever, potential instantaneous signal inter-
ruption occurs when switching gain.

(7) The two down-converters (FL-DNC1 and
FL-DNC2) can be switched on or off inde-
pendently.

4.2  Return link function
The return link function performs frequen-

cy conversion and high-power amplification
of the 140 MHz IF frequency signals from the
MCB in the 20 GHz FLCE transmitter.  This

transmitter also transmits the processed sig-
nals to the ground feeder-link station via the
FL-ANT.  The details of this function are as
listed below.  No special band-limiting filter is
used in any of the following signals.

(1) Transmits the two bands (OBP-L and
OBP-H) of voice communication signals
from the OBP to the ground feeder-link
station.

(2) Transmits the four channels for the two
bands (PKT1-L and PKT2-L or PKT1-H
and PKT2-H) of packet data signals from
the PKT to the ground feeder-link station.

(3) Transmits the two bands of applied com-
munications signals (THR-L and THR-H)
from the SCNE to the ground feeder-link
station.

(4) Features (1) to (3) above operate alternate-
ly, not simultaneously.  There is no on/off
switching function for each band.  All sys-
tems are subject to continuous operation.

(5) The frequencies of the local oscillator in
the 30 GHz receiver and those in the 20
GHz transmitter should be synchronized.
The return link function transmits the two
bands (BCN-L and BCN-H) of beacon sig-
nals, synchronizing the local oscillator to
the ground feeder-link station.

(6) The local oscillator frequency can be fine-
tuned via command.

(7) Output signal levels can be varied for
functions (1) to (3) above (all systems
have the same variable amplification gain).
However, potential instantaneous signal
interruption occurs when switching gain.

(8) The aggregate Ka-band signals output
level of the transmitter can be monitored
as telemetry signals.

(9) The two up-converters (FL-UPC1 and FL-
UPC2) can be switched on or off inde-
pendently.

5  FLCE performance and results of
development

Primary components of the FL-RPT and
the FL-ANT were developed for satellite sys-
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tem electrical test in the system development
phase.  This test confirmed that the FLCE sys-
tem satisfies the required functions and per-
formances, and that it also satisfies system
requirements when combined with the MCB.
Next, the remaining redundant components
were developed and proto-flight test (PFT) in

a full FLCE configuration was performed.  All
requirements were satisfied for all test items.
Table 3 shows the results of PFT of the FLCE
with reference to the required performance
specifications.  Fig.5 shows the measured
antenna gain contour.  Table 8 shows the PFT
results of the FL-ANT.
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FLCE Proto-flight test resultsTable 3
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FLCE G/TTable 4

FLCE EIRPTable 5

Total gain of FLCE forward linkTable 6

Total gain of FLCE return linkTable 7

Measured antenna gain contour of FL-ANT (Orbital position : 146 E)Fig.5



6  Conclusions

The FLCE is one subsystem of an ETS-
VIII mobile satellite communications experi-
mental equipment.  This subsystem was devel-
oped based on past inter-satellite feeder-link
communications technologies, including those
applied in the DRTS program.  FLCE subsys-
tem tests have been completed, confirming
superior functions and performance.  The
FLCE is to be combined with the MCB in a
satellite system, and after functional and per-
formance testing of the mobile satellite com-
munications experimental equipment, the H-

IIA launch vehicle will launch the entire ETS-
VIII satellite system into orbit.  Once there,
expectations are high that FLCE will perform
according to plan in the mobile satellite com-
munications experiments—key mission of the
ETS-VIII.
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FL-ANT proto-flight test resultsTable 8
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