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ENERGY BUILD-UP PROCESSES OF SOLAR FLARES

By

Takashi SAKURAI

Solar flares are understood as a process of explosive liberation of magnetic energy, coming

after a slow phase of energy build up. This energy build-up phase can be studied both observa-

tionally (by using magnetographs) and theoretically.
may end up with (a) the termination of an equilibrium sequence, or (b) an instability.

The slow evolution of magnetic equilibria
The dis-

tinction between the two can be made by drawing schematic potential curves, and a detailed dis-

cussion on these points is given by using two-dimensional models.

A possible route to explosive

energy release is suggested by combining these two processes,
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