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2. KEY STONE PROJECT AND THE BACKGROUND
ON THE SCIENTIFIC HISTORY

Fujinobu TAKAHASHI

The importance of technology in earthquake research and prediction should be considered from the
veiwpoint of the history of science and technology, because observation techniques have always depended
on the advanced technology of the age. Since the 1980s space geodetic techniques, such as VLBI (Very
Long Baseline Interferometer), SLR (Satellite Laser Ranging), and GPS (Global Positioning System), have
playved very important roles in global geodesy and in promotion of plate theory. The following papers
describe the VLBI and SLR technigues used in the Key Stone Project. 1990 is considerable to be a turning
point for breakthrough in technology and space techniques. The technology and networks developed
will produce an extremely useful database for earthquake research and prediction.
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