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8. SCHEDULE OF THE COMETS EXPERIMENT PROGRAM

By

Chiharu OHUCHI, Aiichiro TSUZUKU, and Tetsush1 IKEGAMI

The proto-flight testing of COMETS will be completed by the beginning of 1997, and the satel-
lite will then be transported to Tanegashima Space Center of NASDA for mounting on an H-
I rocket for launching in August 1997. About one month after launch, the satellite will reach
a geostationary orbit at 121 degrees east longitude and then imitial performance confirmation
testing (initial checkout) of the mission systems will begin. Testing will be done in the same
way for the advanced mobile satellite communication equipment and the advanced satellite

broadcasting equipment, and experiments will continue for three years.

The COMETS experiment program provides opportunities for experimentation not only to sat-
ellite development organizations, namely the CRL and the NASDA, but also to a broad range
of other research and development organizations. The CRL plans to carry out joint experiments

with participating organizations, together with our own experiments.
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