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4-3 Effects of Spread Spectrum Clocking on Measured Noise
Spectra
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Spread spectrum clocking (SSC, or clock FM) techniques have been widely used in
electronic devices, such as personal computers, to reduce the spectral amplitude of clock
harmonics measured in EMI tests. This paper describes how the amplitude reduction caused by
SSC is related to clock FM parameters and resolution bandwidth in the spectrum measurement.
Since SSC techniques do not reduce the actual power of clock harmonics, the apparent
decrease in harmonic spectra must be carefully treated when evaluating the interference
potential of harmonics noises to wireless systems.
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