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2-5 Development of a System to Point Out Misuse of Japanese
Honorific
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We developed a computational system to indicate the misuse of honorifics in Japanese
speech sentences. The misuse was checked by constructing a consistency table. The
consistency table defined the consistency between the honorific features of sentences and the
social relationship among the people involved in the sentence. The social relationship was
represented by combinations of [relative social position among the people] X [in-group/out-
group relationship among the people]. The proposed system was verified using test data
prepared by the authors and also by third-party linguistic researchers. The results showed that
the system was able to discriminate between the correct and the incorrect honorific sentences in
all but a few cases.
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