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NICT is conducting research on Ultra-realistic communication since April in 2006. In this
research, we are aiming at creating natural and realistic communication with people in remote
places as if they are being there. For this research, we are studying 3D image technologies, 3D
sound technologies, multisensory interfaces and also developing more objective measurement/
evaluation technique of feeling "presence" by using brain image and psychophysics. All of
research results on Ultra-realistic communication are collected and published in this special
issue. Preceding technical articles, outline of Ultra-realistic communication research is
introduced in this section.
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Ultra-realistic communication, 3D image technology, 3D acoustic technology,
Multisensory interface, Objective measurement/evaluation technique
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