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Adopting the Hidden Markov Model (HMM)-based technique that has become of major inter-
est in the field of speech synthesis technology, we have developed a speech synthesis system
with a high degree of flexibility. The technique, which generates speech from the models that
were trained statistically on a speech corpus, is capable of acquiring voice characteristics and
speaking style from a few hours of speech data, and is also applicable to new languages with
relative ease. Exploiting such merits of flexibility, the system currently supports speech synthe-
sis in seven languages and has been used as an output device in several applications such as
multilingual speech translation systems and tourist guide spoken dialogue systems.
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